
Arctic Corsair Visitor Access Guide 
 

 
 
The Arctic Corsair is the last survivor of Hull’s “Side Winder” trawling fleet.  Built in 
1960 and operational until the late 1980’s, the ship was saved from scrap by the 
fishing heritage charity STAND and Hull City Council.  The ship was refurbished 
back to it’s original condition in 1999 and Heritage Lottery funding enabled some 
access improvements and a display space.   
 
Fundamentally the ship has been preserved as a working ship and the 
structure kept intact.  This means that level access is not provided onto and 
around the ship.  
 
 Visitors experience the ship through guided tours in groups of 8 or less.  Tours start 
from the Visitor Centre in the Museum Quarter gardens. 
 
Location – getting there 
 
The Arctic Corsair is at the eastern extremity of the City Centre. Figures below are 
from Google Maps and show the distance to the Visitor Centre. 
 
Public Transport - 1.3 km from the rail station, 240 m from the nearest bus stop 
(east bound on Alfred Gelder Street). 
 
Parking – Two on street dedicated blue badge parking spaces are available on 
Gandhi Way 150 m away.  Two blue badge spaces are also available in the 
Museums Service staff car park 170 m away.  The car park gates are kept locked so 
visitors need to arrange for staff to open the gates.  Please telephone 01482 616657. 



 
Drop off – Taxis, minibuses and private cars can drop off visitors within the Museum 
Quarter grounds directly outside the visitor centre.  Again museum staff are required 
to allow access into the grounds, telephone 01482 613867. 
 
Ticketing and facilities 
 
Access is by guided tour, currently Wednesday, Saturday and Sundays.  Tours are 
free but a ticket must be booked in person at the Hull and East Riding Museum 
(HERM) reception.  Pre booked group tours are available on Thursdays.  The HERM 
reception is also located in the Museum Quarter, directly next to the visitor centre.  
HERM reception is wheelchair accessible with double automatic doors and a 
lowered section of reception desk.  A hearing loop is not available. 
 
Toilets are located off the HERM reception area, these are the nearest to the Arctic 
Corsair.  The accessible toilet dates from the 1990’s and is limited in size.  No shelf 
or baby changing unit is present  

 
 
Cafe – A private cafe is opposite the entrance to the Museums Quarter Entrance.   
Museum Gardens – Situated in the Museum Quarter these include several benches 
including a wheelchair adapted picnic table under a covered shelter.  
Shop – The HERM reception area includes a shop.  Displays are at various heights 
including some above the reach of a wheelchair user 
Leaflets – No floor plan or leaflet is available for the Arctic Corsair.  A general 
museums leaflet covers all sites including the Corsair.  
 
Arctic Corsair Visitor Centre 



 
This is directly next to the HERM reception and is staffed by volunteers.  The visitor 
centre is accessible by wheelchairs although the double doors may need opening by 
a volunteer in inclement weather.  Inside the centre is a seating area with room for 
wheelchairs.  Here a short film is played before the tour starts.  Alternatively a virtual 
tour is available for visitors who do not feel they can access the tour.   
 
The visitor centre also has displays of fishing memorabilia and models set up by the 
volunteers and STAND.  Interpretation is by typed labels.  Objects are displayed at a 
variety of heights and distances from the visitor.  A hearing loop is not available. 
 

 
  
 
Location – site 
 
The ship is moored on the River Hull.  Access to the ship is via a fixed wooden 
boardwalk leading to a hinged metal gangplank that rises and falls with the tide.  
From the gangplank a run of 13 steps leads to the deck of the ship.   
 



 Gang plank leading to fixed staircase 
 
 The ship itself is approximately 105 m distance from the visitor centre. 
 
There is a level route from the visitor centre to the boardwalk across the original 
granite setts 
 

 Granite setts with adjacent level route 
 



The boardwalk has an anti slip coating and is level with the exception of 2 ramps.  
Ramp one measures 230 mm with a height of 80 mm; ramp two measures 250 mm 
with a height of 65 mm.  The gaps between the planks of the board walk range from 
20 to 45 mm. 

 Board walk showing 1 
of 2 ramps 

On board the ship 

Stair cases - Five have been added in the 1990’s fitting out to allow better access.  
These are located: 

1. Gangplank to the ship’s deck.  There are 12 treads of metal construction with
non slip profile.  A continuous hand rail is on each side.  Hazard tape marks the top 
and bottom step 



  Staircase 1 
 
 
2. Ship’s deck down to the fish room upper level.  There are 11 treads of metal 
construction with non slip profile.  The left hand rail starts 3 treads (500 mm)  from 
the top of the stairs due to a doorway.  Both hand rails are interrupted halfway down 
where the staircase passes through the metal deck. Hazard tape marks the  
top and bottom step. 



  Staircase 2 
 
 
3. Fish room upper level to lower level.  There are 9 treads of metal construction 
with non slip profile with a turn and landing in the middle.  The hand rails do not run 
across the landing section. 
 

 Staircase 3 
 
 



4. Fish room lower level to ship’s deck (fire escape route only).  There are 13 
treads of metal construction with non slip profile.  A hand rail is on each side but 
does not continue past the top of the hatch/deck level    
 

 Staircase 4 
 
 
5. Ship’s deck to upper boat deck.  There are 9 treads of metal construction with 
non slip profile.  The left hand rail finishes level with the top step, the right hand rail 
continues.  Hazard tape marks the top and bottom step and every other step 
 



 Staircase 5 
 
 
 
Ladders – There are a number of original fixed ladders with original hand rails 
throughout the ship.  The full tour route requires visitors to ascend 2 and descend 1.  
They are located: 
 

1. Main deck level to lower bridge (ascent). There are 9 treads of wood 
construction with original vinyl nosings.  The hand rails start level with tread 
no. 4 (1100 mm from deck level) and continue vertically at the top of the 
ladder.  Hazard tape marks the top and bottom step and every other step. 



 Ladder 1 
 
 

2. Lower bridge to bridge deck (ascent).  There are 8 treads of wood 
construction with red anti slip vinyl coverings, possibly original.  The hand rails 
start level with tread no. 4 (1100 mm from deck level) and continue vertically 
at the top of the ladder.  Hazard tape marks the top tread which is raised 
above the level of the floor beyond 

 
 



 Ladder 2 
 

1. Upper wheelhouse to boat deck (descent).  There are 10 treads of wood 
construction with black and yellow vinyl nosings on each tread.  The hand 
rails start level with tread no. 4 (1250 mm from deck level) and finish 300 mm 
past the top tread 
 

 



 Ladder 3 
 
 
 
Thresholds 
 
When constructed the ship had separate compartments to prevent flooding.  These 
had a raised threshold and a lowered ceiling to allow for water tight doors.  A number 
were removed in the 1990’s refit on the route from the deck to the fish room displays, 
1 still remains measuring 130 mm. 
 
The full tour has 22 thresholds ranging from 130 mm to 420 mm.  The lowest ceiling 
level is 1790 mm from the deck. Both thresholds and lowered ceilings are marked 
with yellow/black hazard tape. 
 



 High threshold and lowered ceiling

 Low threshold 
 
Obstructions/confined spaces 
 



A number of original features such as winch tackle blocks protrude into the tour 
route.  There are 5 and they have been marked with yellow/black hazard tape.  
Large sections of the full tour route including the full route to the fish room are under 
artificial light with no windows.  Long corridors and sharp corners sending the visitor 
back on themselves are both present.  The narrowest point of the corridor is 580 mm 
wide.  For several hours either side of high tide the ship is floating and can move, 
especially when river traffic passes. 
 

 Winch tackle block 
 
Distance 
 
Not including steps/ladders the full route of a tour from the deck of the ship is 235 m.  
A tour just to the fish room displays and back is 90 m.  These do not include the 
distance from the visitor centre. 
 
A full tour is designed to take 45 minutes but frequently over run by as much as 30 
minutes.  A limited amount of utility seating is provided in the fish room displays at 
both levels. 
 
Content 
 
Access is by guided tour only.  The volunteer guides work to a script devised in the 
1990’s and also relate personal experiences.  The information given can be technical 
and unfamiliar to the visitor 
 
Interpretation 
 



The fish room displays were developed using HLF funding in the 1990’s.  There is a 
limited amount of information displayed in the form of graphics applied directly to the 
wood staging.  These are in form of quotes in dialect. Contrast is either white on pine 
timber or red on silver paint.  Lettering measures a minimum of 20mm in height.  In 
the lower fish room a unobtrusive recording of a seascape plays. 
  

 
 
 On the upper fish room level volunteers subsequently added their own displays 
featuring photographs, knot boards and objects with display labels.  The majority is 
photocopied press cuttings, some of which is enlarged. 
 
 
 
 

 
 



Additionally on the full tour route there is a loud recording of the ships engines, 
operated by the tour guide for approximately 30 seconds. 
 




