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Avention will help you gather information about your potential competitors or clients 
(including where they are located, what their contact details are, what is their financial 
situation) to inform your business strategy. Ask library staff to log you onto Avention. 
 
If you are planning on exporting, Avention is also useful for insights on the state of the 
market in other countries. 
 
Details 
Avention has eight search modules, the main ones being: 

 Companies: company reports which consist of a company profile, description of 
business activities, a financial snapshot and details of executive contacts. 

 Contacts: key executives and board member by name, job function, line of business 
and company size. 

 Industries: industry analysis, top companies in the sector plus market reports by 
country including market share. 

  
Strengths 
 Possibility to create lists of businesses and customised company reports. 
 Possibility to search “business signals” e.g. which businesses are exporting, launching a 

new product, opening new facilities... 
 Access to detailed broker reports, latest news stories, significant developments and 

strategic initiatives for public companies and larger private companies as well as SWOT 
analysis for most large sized companies. 

 Financial information, executive and IT profiles, peer analysis and records of company 
fillings and competitor reports. 

 Market share and size reports for hundreds of industries on a global and country by 
country basis. 

 
Weaknesses 
Limited information available for small and medium companies. 
 
Alternatives 
 For information on UK companies try MintUK. 
 For UK market research try IbisWorld or Mintel. 
 
Downloading 
 List downloading is limited to up to 500 company records per list. 

 Database summary: Why use Avention? 

This page is based on a database summary created by the British Library; parts of it are 
used here with kind permission. For British Library database summaries see:  
http://www.bl.uk/eresources/business/cd-busin.html 

Accessing Avention 

 We pay the subscription fees for many websites, databases, magazines and directories to 
help you set up, grow and protect your business ideas.  

 You will need a library card to access on the library computers.  
 Conditions of use apply. Check terms and conditions on each website. 

http://www.bl.uk/eresources/business/cd-busin.html
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How to search for companies 

If you are looking for a specific company you can use search box on My Desktop. The auto 
complete box begins to suggest possible companies.  

If the criteria you are looking for does not appear in the submenus go to ‘find a field’ at the 
top of the column to add it. 
 
Once you start setting your search criteria a list of results will appear. You can keep 
narrowing down your search by using the menus. 

Choose the relevant company among the results to access the full company profile.  
 
If you are looking for a list of companies, choose ‘search & build a list’ and ‘companies’.  
You can set your criteria from the submenus, for example: 
 - location 
 - number of employees 
 - sector 
 - net income 
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 How to download your results 

If you want to download information about a specific company choose the company’s 
name and then the OneStop report.  

You can customise which fields to include in the report depending on what information you 
need. It may take Avention a few minutes to generate the report. The PDF report 
automatically downloads to My documents, accessible via the Library customer folder from 

You can download a list of companies or create your own list to download. It is best to first 
change the results list to ‘Grid’. Do this by using the icons at the top right of the results. You 
can then edit the grid view by clicking on the cog wheel underneath the row of icons and 
add the fields you are interested in. Once the grid has all the information you need choose 
‘Done’. The results will be downloaded as a spreadsheet. The Smartlist option allows you to 
sort the results by number of employers, assets, company name or revenue, 
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Research and reports 

To search for market reports use the Search and Build a list tab on the desktop. 

You can either do a keyword search (type your words in the search box on the top left) or 
browse the industry classifications.  
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This guide was updated in May 2017 and is part of a series of guides  
designed to help customers use BIPCHull’s online resources. Please see a 
member of staff or contact us at reference.library@hcandl.co.uk if you 
would like more information or if you would like access to the resources. 
 
Other guides in this series include: 
 
 A guide to COBRA 
 A guide to Mintel 
 A guide to IbisWorld 

The Business & IP Centre Hull 
The Business & IP Centre has extensive collections of business and Intellectual 
property information, plus databases. Manuals on Intellectual Property and In-
tellectual Property law are on the open access shelves.  
 
Contact details: 
Business & IP Centre Hull 
Central Library 
Albion Street 
Hull 
HU1 3TF 
T +44 (0)1482 223 344 

E reference.library@hcandl.co.uk       
www.hcandl.co.uk/BIPCHull  

@BIPCHull 

mailto:reference.library@hcandl.co.uk
http://www.hcandl.co.uk/BIPCHull

